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in the new year. 1 would not go had I nut
received the assurance that there is no oh-
jeetion from any of the members, and thai
they are satisfied arrangements ean be made
go that my absence will not affect the wori
of the House. While I am away oppor-
tunities may arise to enable me to be of
assistanee to Western Australia. Anythicg
I can do in that respect will be readily and
gladly done. I wish all members a mer-y
Christmas and e happy New Year, and
sincerely hope that the New Year will be a
prosperous one for our State,

ADJOURNMENT.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon, J. M.
Drew—Central) {12.32]: T move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tresdav, the 8th January.

Question pat and passed.

Housge adjourned at 12.33 a.m.

Tegislative Hascmbly,
Thursday, 20th December, 1928.
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MOTIOQN—FREMANTLE HARBOUR
TRUST.

To Disallow Regulations.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
of the debate on the following motion moved
by Mr. Thomson :—

That the regulation made by the Fremantle
Harbour Trust relating to wheat for export,
published in the ‘‘ Government Gazette’’ on the

14th December and laid on the Table of the
Housa be and is hereby disallowed,

Oun motion by the Premier, Order dis-
charged.

MOTION--VERMIN AOT.
To Disallow Regulation,
MR. LATHAM (York) [4.36]: I move—

That the regulation made under the Vermin
Act, 1918, published in the '‘Government Gaz-
ette’” of the 30th November, 1928, and laid on
the Table of this House on the 13th Decem-
ber, be and is hereby disallowed.

The new regulation reads—

93d. All rates imposed and recovered under
Scction 100a, and which under Subacetion 3
thereof are, subject to regulation, to be applied
in payment of bounuses, shall be charged with
the cxpenses ineidental 1o the administration
of that section,

I cannot understand how the department
have been able to read into the eubsection
the power to charge incidental expenses
agaiust the rate. Subsection 3 of Seetion
100a reads—

All rates recovered under this section shall be
patd to the credit of an account to be kept at
the Department of Apriculture, and, subjeet to
regulation, ghall be applied under the direction
of the Minister in payment of such uniform
bonugrs for the destruction of wild dogs, eagle-
hawks and foxes, and such other vermin aa
may bhe prescribed.

The only way in which the rates can he uged
is for the purpose specifically set out in the
subsection. There is no aunthority to use any
portion of them for administrative or other
expenses. Section 10 of the Act provides—

All moneys appropriated by Parliament for
the purposes of this Act may be applied to
the following purposes, that is to say—(a) for

defraying the necessary expenses of the cen-
tral administration of this Aet

It can hardly be claimed that no other re-
venue is available for the purpose of pro-
viding incidental expenses. Appropria-
tions are made wunder Section 10,
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to provide for the
expenditure necessary in  colleeting  and
dishursing rates.  Rates are collected
from pastoralists at the rate of 14d.
in the pound and trom agrieulturists at the
rate of 1d. in the pound, and Section 1002
specially sets out that the money shall be
used for the purpose of payment of honuses
for vermin destruction. The new regula-
tion, it 1 read it correctly, proposes tu
charge administrative and incidental expenses
ageinst the rates. Even if the pnew regula-
tion is not disallowed by Parliament, I think
it would be disallowed in a court of law as
ulira vires. The case is so clear I need nol
weary Lhe House with a long discourse upon
the subject. 1 trust hon. members will dis-
allow the regulation.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham} [4.41]: I thought the Minister for
Agriculture was rising to admit that the
charges in question could not be debited
under the subsectinn. The mover of the
motion has pointed out that by regulation
the funds derived from this special taxa-
tion can be used for the destruction of ver-
min, The Minister may regard the charges
as being vermin or a pest. No doubt all
these charges we are expected to approve
of awainst the farmer from day to day are
a pest. Hardly a day of the session passes
without some means of bringing revenue to
the Treasnry. The cost of administering
the Vermin Act must be very small indeed,
as the work is done by departrental offi-
¢ers situated here and there about the State,
The Government seem desirons of deplet-
ing the rates collected for destruction of
pests. That destruction should be a national
work. One Lalf of the pests, I dare-
say, eome from Crown Lands, and destroy
wealth which belongs to all the people.
However, the Minister is not satisfied with
imposing a special tax. He now wants to
take the amount into revenue. I do not
suppose special officers are appointed to do
this work. There is alrerdy another ver-
min tax. YWhat we are considering here is
a special vermin tax. It would be possible
to charge the expenses to the fund arising
from the special tax and also to the genaral
fond. T hope the Goverpment will not in-
sist upon debiting the charges to the special
fund. T agree with the member for York
{Mr. Tatham) that they cannot do it, be-

aml are available
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eause the Act distinetly provides that the
woney must be paid away for destruetion
of vermin, The Government can by regula-
tion deeide to pay £2 or £3 for a dingo, £1
for fox, and 3s. for an eaglehawk. That is
all the (iovernment have power to do. 1
hope the Minister for Agriculture has read
the seetion, and I hope he will not oppose
the motion. We are a little too fond of
imposing speeial taxation for special pur-
poses.  Romeliow or other, the special taxa-
tion alwavs seems to hit the man on the
land. He is more easily taxed in a hundred
wavs than the man on xalarv or the man
drawing an income from some kind of busi-
ness, Remembering the number of faxes
already imposed npon the man on ihe land
—land tax, ineome tax. vermin ‘ax, loeal
taxes, «tamp duties and so forth—we should
panse before imposing any further taxation
on him. Yesterday we tried to impose an
additional charme on the export of wheat.
That. however, has been disallowed, and we
cannot discuss it now. But day by day
and in every possible way we come down
upon the nnfortunate man who is doing so
much for the rest of the community. I
would remind hon. members that the thing
must stop. Members sitting on the eross
henches shauld see that the fonds available
for vermin destrnction are not eut into. The
next thing will be that the department will
ask why they should not have gall the money
that is eollected, ignoring the fact that it
is collected for the purpose of destroying
vermin. We might get the Solicitor Gen-
eral to say whether or not the destruetion
can lawfully be made by this regulation.
I do not think it ean be. Those of us who
come from outhark, gurely, ecan hold their
own for once, [£ we joined together for onee,
those of us who are farmers and those who
Lhave sauatting interests or represent squat-
ting districts, and those who represent agri-
cultnral distriets, we could eertainly ensure
the disnllowance of this regulation. All of
vs representing outhack interests should
stand tozether in fhis,

The Premier: If we divide on those lines
there can be only one issue.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes. All
for nurselves. I shonld like to see a division
on those lines, It would be very popular in
the districts from which my friends oppos-
ite come, because they all represent pas-
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toral distrieis these days. 1 hope the Min-
ister for Agrieulture will see that his job
is not to place on the raral people all the
burdens that every one of the departments
suggest to him. He should stoutly resist
when the Treasurer says, ‘'Lt us put more
tax on the land and on the men on the
land.?’ Fremantle can almost be considered
an agricultural district, for many in that
distriet live by agrieultural produce.

Mr. Sleeman: After the way you treated
us yesterday we will do anything at all for
you.

Hon. Sir JAMES JITCHELL: We
ought to be able to rely upon those mem-
bers who represent even indirectly the
wealth garnered from the soil. This regu-
lation is illegal, ungenercus, wrong, and
most certainly ought to be disallowed.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. H. Millington—T.cederville) [4.48]:
If the member who moved the motion had
first made inquiries, he would have found
there was no need to suhmit it. Tt i= merely
a storm in a teacup. This is a quite legiti-
mate cxpenditure and can be legitimately
charged against the ‘rust funds. Prior to
1925, when the amending Bill was passed,
the road bosards destroyed the sealps loeally.
But in establishing a speeial tax and a trust
fund, it was deemed advisable, in view of
previous experience, that the scalps should
be brought to Perth for destruction. That,
of course, entailed a certain amount of ex-
pense. The Vermin Advisorv Board sare
very strongly in favour of this regulation.
We have that board, consisting of three
members, and they advise on the administra-
tion of this fund. Theyv advised that the
scalps should be hrought to Perth for des-
truetion, and that has been put into opern.
tion. In some instances, nnder proper cer
tification, it is permissible to destroy them
locally.  For instance, that is done
in Kimberley and other oatlying places.
Also  that hoard has advised that
the expense of bringing the sealps to
Perth for destruction was a reason-
able charze against the trust fund. The
Anditor Qeneral considered that there was
no power under the Aet to make this charge.
The Solicitor General was requested to
frame the regulation nnder disenssion. The
actual expenditure from this fund on the
items mentioned is but trifling, For 1927-
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28 the figures were as follows:—Transport
charges on scalps, £65 13s, 1d.; miseellan-
eous charges, £1 8s. 2d.; travelling expenses
of a, member of the board, £28 18s. 10d.;
total for the year £96 2s. 1d.

Mr. Ferguson: What about the charges
by the department for the collection of the
tox?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
The amount paid out of the trust fund for
the destruction of vermin during the 12
months ended 30th June, 1928, was £40,357.
The Act permits a charge to be made by
the Taxzation Department for the collection
of the fund and that amounts to 1.86 per
cent. of the total, while the total adminis-
trative charges are 211 per cent. It has
been suggested that the imposition of these
charges is illegal. Seection 100A, Subsection
3, reads—

ANl rates recovered under thig section shall
Le paid to the credit of an account to be kept
at the Department of Agrieulture, and, after
payment of the eost of golleetion and subject to
regulation, shall be applied under the direction
of the Minister in payment of such uniform
Bonus for the destruction of wild dogs, eagle-
hawks, an? foxes and such other vermin as
mayv be prescribed.

The Solicitor (teneral gives his interpreta-
tion of that seetion as follows:—

Section 100A was inserted in the prineipal
Act by the amending Aet, No. 29 of 19025, It
is thercfore a part ofl the prineipal Aet as re-
printed in the appendix to the volume for 1925,
By Section 131 the Governor has power to
make all such regulations as are neecssary or
convenient to give effect to the Act. As See-
tion 100A is a part of the Aet, the power to
make regulations cxtends to that section as
well as to all other sections.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: There is special
power there,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The fact remains that it is quite legal, Tt
is a trifling amount, after all. The payment
of freicht on scalps consigned to Perthk is
the policy of the board. Bat T want to
know where that money is to come from if
it does not come from this fund. The hoard
acts in an honorary capacity. If the Agri-
cultural Department were to impose full
charges for the administration of this speeial
fund, a pretty considerable amount would
be involved. But the department dees not
do so. The destrnetion of all those sealps
and the keeping of the aceounts are attended
to by the Department of Agriculture and
are not charged to the fund. Tt is not pro-
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posed that they should be. If the fund had
to be administered in that way, a special
staff would be required. The only charges
under which regulations to which exception
can possibly be taken are the iwo items I have
mentioned. If inquiry had been made, this
motion would not have been moved. The
eharges affected are the transport charges on

sealps and the expenses of the mem-
bers of the board. The alternative
would be to charge those who were
consigning the scalps to Perth with

the freight. But that would cause endless
trouble Lesides ereating grave dissatisfaction.
Therefore, the better way is for the da-
partment to pay, and debit the amount to
the fund. The members of the board act 1n
an honorary eapaeity, but one member lives
beyond Meekatharra and occasionally has to
come to Perth for the meetings of the board.
Consequently his travelling expenses are al-
lowed him. It is a perfeetly legitimate
charge. The fund is used absolutely for
the purpose for which it was set up, and the
Act is sdministered withont cost to the fund,
gave {he {wo items I have mentioned. Fur-
ther than that, a man is fully employed look-
ing after the scalps and destroying them in
Perih and he is paid out of the department’s
vote. The hon. member says that the money
should he found somewhere, A few days
ago a depntation waited on me asking that
the poison carts be kept on after March.
T pointed out that the money was exhausted,
and the proposal the deputation made was
that I should ask the Treasurer to excess the
vote by £1,000, T have not yet received a
reply from the Treasurer, but I have re-
ceived lebters from all the local vermin
boards protesting against the withdrawal
of the poison earts,

Mr. Stubbs: It will be a ealamity to the
State if the poison carts are withdrawn.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Reverting to the motion, the charge is a
legitimate one, and I am satisfied that the
hon. mewber, having received the explana-
tion, will withdraw the motion,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No, we shall
take it to a division.

MR, LATHAM (York—in reply) (61]:
From the Minister’s remarks I assame tha*
transport charges on sealps and travelling
expenses for the hoard are beine met oot of
the fund at present. Tn spite of the Solicitor
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General’s opinion I maintain that the regu-
lation merely fixes the sums to be paid as
bonuses for vermin destroyed. There is uo
power to spend money for any other pur-
pose. The bonus per head is fixed by regu-
lation under Section 100 (a). It is provided
that the Minister may make regulations, and
I quite agree that he should have that power,
but he has no power to make a regulation
imposing a charge upoen the fund, as he has
done. T do not wish the Minister to think
that T objeet to the board drawing travelling
expenses. ‘What 1 wish to emphasise is that
there is no power under the Act to permi:
him to pay the expenses of the beoard out n?
the fund. All vermin boards render their
services free to the State. The members of
country vermin hoards do not get even tra-
velling expenses. However, if a board memn-
her has to travel from Meekatharra to Perth
to render service to the taxpayers, he should
be paid out-of-pocket expenses, but there i3
no provision for making the payment out -.f
this fund. I venture to say that when the
Auditor General serutinises the accounts, he
will question the payments made. Althoagh
the amount is small, it iz neitber fair nor
reasonable that it should be dehited to the
fund. When the Aet was passed, it relieved
the Government of expenditure to the extent
of roughly £€10,000 a year. That was the
Government’s contribution towards the de-
struction of vermin. Having been relieved
of that cutlay. provision might well be made
for the pavment of the small charges in
question under the appropriation of the Act
itself. It is not so much the amount as tke
I'rinciple invalved. It is wrong to stretch a
definite section of the Aect stipulaiing in Ae-
tail how the money shall be disbursed.
Yet the department adopt the attitude thai
because the word “regulation” is ineluded,
they are at liberty to apply the funds to the
payment not only of bonuses but of admin
istrative expeuses, sach as freight on scalps
and travelling expenses for the hoard. Ths
department have no right to bring the secalps
to Perth.

The Premier: It is not a matter of right.
it is a matter of conserving the funds.

Mr. LATHAM: For a long time the
Premier found monex to the extent of 10=.
per head on certificates only, which amounts
wore paid to the road boards.

The Minister for Agriculture:
were fleeced, too.

And we
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The Premier: The whole thing has been
loose and there has been a big leakage.

Mr. LATHAM: I om sorry I did na
have the assistance of the Premier ibe other
evening when the Dog Aet Amendment Bill
was under consideration.

Hon. G. Taylor: Let us have the Dog
Bill over again.

Mr. LATHAM: The Premier has given
utterance to thoughis that were in the minds
of some members, and if we had received
hiz support, we might have been able to
deal more effectively with vermin. The Bill
was designed to aid the destruction of wild
dogs.

The Minister for Railways: Wild dogs.
and other dogs too.

Mr. LATHAM: Section 100 (a) provide:
for disbursing the revenue in payment for
the deStruction of wild dogs.

The Minister for Agriculture: And wo
bave to ensure that the money is devoted in
that purpose.

The Premier: The bringing of tne sealps
to Perth makes more money available for
the destruction of dogs, because there will
not be so many leakapges.

Mr. LATHAM: I agree with the Premicr
that the bringing of the sealps to Perth en-
sures more effeetive control. Still, I do no.
think we have overcome the difficulty of
paying for the scalps of tame dogs.

The Premier: I do not think so, either.

Mr. LATHAM: As I pointed out the
other night, last year we paid for rough!v
14,000 dogs. Even if 10,000 sealps had to
be brought to the eity, it seems a tremendous
number.

The Premier: There were a lot of tame
dogs among them, The breeding of tame
dogs for the sake of the bonus has been an
industry.

Mr. LATHAM: I agree, but T do no’
wish to pursue that subjeet. I regret that
the Minister, for the sake of £100, has
stretched the meaning of the Aet beyond al
reason. He is reading into the section some-
thing thal was never intended, and I am
sorry he did not agree to withdraw the
regulation.

.Question put and passed,

Sitting suspended from 5.10 to 7.30 p.m.
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RESOLUTION—STATE TOREBT
REVOOQATION.

Council’s Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had concurred in the
resolution pasved by the Assembly.

BILL—-LAND AOT AMENDMENT,

Council's Amendment.

Message from the Council notifying that
it had agreed to the Bill subject to au
amendment, now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Agriculture in charge of the Bill

Clanse 2.—Subelause 1, line 5, delete the
words “north of the 20th parallel” and in-
sert in lien thereof *in the Kimberley divi-
sion of the State.”

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

The idea was to include the Kimberley divi-
gion in the concesgion with regard to retro-
spective payments. It is very much better
for the Lands Depariment that the Cour-
eil’'s definition should be used rather than
that originally eontained in the Bill.

Question put and passed; the Councile

amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
wivl n message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

MOTION—DILLON CASE.
T inguire by Royal Commission.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the following motion by Mr, North:—
That in the opinion of this House a Royal

Commission should he appointed to inquire into
the case of the Crown v. Mrs. Vi G. Dillon.

THE MINISTER FOR POLICE (Hon.
H., Millington—Leederville) [7.35] : The
member for Claremont, in moving this
motion, quoted a letter he had received from
the ex-mayor of Claremont, making an ex
parte statement of the case, and taken
second hand from the prineipals. He also
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quoted from a declaration that had been
made by Mrs. Dillon, setting out in detail
the treatment she alleges she received. It
was her version of the case. I do not know
that any exception can be taken to the man-
ner in which the case was stated. Not much
importance can be attached to the mayor’s
letter.

Hon. (. Taylor: The hon. member read
that to justify the motion.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE : Mrs.
Dillon’s statement, however, does call for a
reply. She bas made certain allegations,
and I am now in possession of a reply from
the Police Department. Since the case com-
menced we have given the matter careful
consideration. The department has nothing
to hide. The Commissioner administers it
without fear or favour as to the force itself.
It is pot his business to cover up mistakes,
rather to see that the affairs of the depart-
ment are properly administered. He has
carried out that policy. After consultation
we have prepared the case as viewed by the
police, setting out in detail the whole history.
I will present that case to the House in order
that members may hear both sides, and may
then be able to judge as to the merits of the
case and whether they consider that the ap-
pointment of a Royal (Commission is either
justified or necessary. All the statements
set out in the report of the Police Depart-
ment are supported by evidence or by doeu-

ments on the tfilee The statement is as
folluws :—
1. In replying to the allegations made

against the police it is necessary to consider
the history of the transaction from its incep-
tion,

2. Mey Dillon, the accused woman, Mrs.
Hull (whose name has been mentioned in re-
pgard to prosecution), and also Mrs. Dyer ani
Mrs, Wilson, live in Broome-street, North Cot-
teslos, Mrs, Dillon lives in a house ealled ¢ Or-
mond.’’; there is then a vacant paddock, then
Hull’s house, then another vacant paddock, and
then Mrs., Dyer's house where Wilson is stay-
ing as a lodger.

3. T July, 1928, Mrs. Hull and Mrs. Dillon
were on friendly terms. At that time Mrs,
Hull was prepgnant and she had been married
to her hushand aboot 10 months, Mrs, Dillon,
in the eourse of conversation with Mrs, Hull,
sumresterd to her that it wag not within the
hounds of deceney to be having a baby after
auch n short interval of married life and ang-
gested that she should do away with it. Mrs,
Hull, according to her statement, was indig-
nant at the suggestion and when she pot home
she mentioned it to her husband, who told
her that she had better keep away from Mra,
Dillon. This she did, and bad feeling then
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nrost butween the two. According to Mrs.
1lul}, stones began to be thrown on the roof
of her house at frequent intervals, and omne
morning she found in her milk jug a note, the
substance of which was—

**Deyr Mr. and Mrs. Huoll, Go to hell and

i)l up the vacant places.’’

4. Mrs, Holl then made a complaint to the
Cottesive police wth regard to the stone throw-
ing and the note which she said she had found
in the milk jug. She saw Constable Bt. Jack,
vf the Cotteslor police, and handed bhim the
note, informing him that she was suspicious
that Mrs, Dillon had written the note. Con-
stable 8t, Jack advised her to get a speeimen
of Mrs, Dillon’s handwriting, This she did
vn the 19th July Ly geiting Mra, Dillon to
address an ¢nvelope containing some swreep
tickets wheh she had bought from cne of Mrs.
Diflon’s lLuoys. That envelope was produced
in eourt and war uscd as an exhibit together
with otlicr speeimens of Mre. Dillon's band-
writing. Tn the meantime Mra. Hull was con-
fined, her bahy heing born about the beginning
of Se;.tembor last.

A, After Mrs, Hull’s return from hoapital,
ahout the 10th September, she alleges that she
founqd a letter of a scurrilous type in her letter
box, and from that on, letters or slipa of paper
of a similar nature contineed to be delivered
to her, either through the medium of the letier
box or they would be found on the fromt or
back lawns of her residence.

6. Mrs, Hull then sought the assistance of
Wilson, who it is vunderstood up to that time
was not personally known to Mrs. Hull. Wil-
som, it appears, heard stones being thrown on
Mrs. Tiuil's roof, and on Mrs, Hull’s com-
plaint to him that she was receiving these
letters Iz decided to see Mrs. Dillon in order
to put a stop to the letler writimg.

[t would appear that in some of the letters
which had heen sent to Mrs. Hull Wilson's
name was mentioned, but up to this time no
intters had been sent to him personally.

7. The start of the present court proceed-
ings may be rrally dated from the 11th Sep-
tember, when Wilson and a man named Water-
man, who was Mrs. Dillon’s landlord, and Mr,
Hull went to the house of the Dillons. Wilson
told Mrs. Dillon that he helieved she was the
person who was writing the notes and at the
time asked Mrs. Dillen for a specimen of her
haudwriting. She, bowever, wounld not give &
specimen then as she said she was too agitated.
Next day, however, she delivered a letter con-
taining a speeimen of her handwriting, per
medium of her boy, to Wilson.

8. Mrs. Dillon denied that she was the
nuthor of the letters.

Repcatel comvlaints were made to the C.I.D.
hy Wilvon at this stage, and it is of interest
to notive here a couple of letters sent hy him
ta the CLI. hearing date the 21st and the
26th Se: tember.  He requested that the eul-
jprit. Mre, Dillon, should be brought te bank
a4 he stated that her actions were eausing the
residents of the neighbourhoad to become ter-
rarised. Tetective-Sergeant Cameron was de-
tailsl tn take charge of and investigate the
matter, He interviewed different nersons who
eame into the matter, viz.,, Mra. Dver, Wilaon,
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Mrs. Huil and her husband, and also the sus-
preted woman, Mrs. Dilion.

9. In the course of his investigations Le-
tective-Sergeant Cameron obtained specimens
of Mrs. Lidlon’s handwriting which were later
on produced in court and compared with the
banuwriting in the indecent notes. In many
respects the handwriting in the indecent notes
bears a remarkable resomblance to Mrs, Dil-
ion’s handwriting.

10,  Detective-Sergeant Cameron then dis-
c¢ussed the matter with his Inspeetor (Mr.
Turdue), and after also discussing the matter
with the Crown Prosecutor it was decided that
before taking any action the movements of the
Nillen family should bhe watched.

1L .\ wafeh was started on the 24th Sep-
tumber, 1928, and the two watchers were Ser-
grant Baumgarten und Detective Ritchie of
the €.1.D, [etective Ritehie was watching in
a2 front room of Hulls’ housc and Sergeant
Baumgarten at the back of the honsc.

At about 9 p.n. Detective Ritehie says that,
whilst he was in this front room of Mrs, Hull's
house, he saw Mra. Dillon coming up the
macadamised portion of the road from her
place and walking in the direection of Mrs,
Hull’s place. When she got to a peint almost
exactly opposite the letter box and front gate
of Ifulls’ place she turned and walked straight
across in the direction of the letter hox anil
gate—and incidentally it may be mentioned
that it is quite a econsiderable distance from
the macadamiged portion of the road acroass
to the letter box, and ocue has to eross sand.
She eame to within a few yards of the Jetter
hox when unfortunately Mr. Full switched on
the light in the other frant room, and as so0on
as he did so Mrs. Dillen abruptly turned rouml
and walked back to her own place,

Detective Ritehie is positive that the woman
was Mrs. Dillon and he states that he has no
doubt about the matten, It was n very bright
moonlight night: he saw her face elearly. and
saw hor go Lack into lher own house.

12, On the following day a watch was still
kept up, and this time the watchers were De-
teetive McLernon and Constable St Jaek.
They took up a position in Mrs, Hull’s house.
3hortly after noon on this day Detcetive
MeLernon visited the lavatory which is situ-
ated at the rear of Mrs, Hull’s backyard and
abuts on a lune which passcs both Mra, Dil-
lon’s and Mrs. Hull’s places at the rear. After
leaving the Javatory Detective McLernon iy
pesitive that there was no paper there. The
lavatory can b elearly ohiserved from Mra.
Dillen’s plaer.

Very soon after Deteetive MeLernon had
entered Mra, Hull’s house again Constable 8t
Jaek, who was watching from n hole he had
hored in the weatherboard of the Hulla’ bath.
room, saw one of Mrs. Dillon’s hoys running
from the Dillona' backyard. He saw that the
boy had something in his hand which appearad
to be white paper and which was fluttering as
he ran. The hoy ran through a gap in the
Dillana’ baek fenee aud out into the lane which
leads past Mre. Hull’s lavatory. When he
reached the lane he was Inst to view.

13. Detcetive MeLernon whe was in the
front of the house was tnld of the oceurrence
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of tiw Loy rupning from the lane and Con-
stable St. Jack returned to his observation
post. About 10 minutes later Mra. Hrll visited
the lavatery and on ber return she handed Con-
stable 8t. Juck 1 note which ehe stated she had
found on the floor of the Javatory. This note
refers in a valgar way to the visit of the detee-
tive to the lavatory.

14, On the 26th Secptember at about 11
p.m. Nergeant Baumgarten and Constable St.
Jack were watching Mrs. Dillon’s house from
the vaeant block between Mrs. Hull’s bouse
and Mrs. Dillon's. Whilst engaged watching
at the time mentioned above two drunken men
rame along and remained in the cacant allot-
ment for about five minutes. ‘When these
dlranken men came {o the vacant allotment Mrs.
Dillon’s froat light, which had bren on, was
switched out.

On the 28th September Detective-Sergeant
Cameran received o note from Mrs. Hull in
which she encloged a2 note which she said she
had fuund on her front lawn on the morning
of the snme Jay—that is to say, the day after
Sergeant Baumgarten and Constable St. Jack
had been reereted in the paddock. This note
made refercnee to a visit by the CID. the
previous night and advised them next time to
com: along dreased and sober.

15, On the same date, 28th September, on
instructions from Inspector Purdue, Detective-
Sergeant Camcron again put the facts heforw
the Crown Prosecutor, and om the fresh evi-
tence being gone into the Crown Iroseceutnr
came tn the conclusion that there was sufficient
vvidenee to base a charge against Mrg, Dillon
Por publishing defamatory matter under Seo-
tion 360 of the (‘riminal Code, and that it
would be better to get the persons aggrieved
to swear the complaints if they were degirous
of action heing taken against the woman.

16, Wilson had becomu persistent in his
visits to the C.I.1., and when Deteetive-Ser-
peant Cameron returned to the C.ID. after
having seen the Crown Prosccutor, Wilson was
waiting to sre him and to find out what was
to be done. Reference has niready been made
to his letters to the department.

Detective-Bergeant Camoron said te Wilson,
“#Are you prepared to take action and swear
a complaint for the purpose of a warrant heing
token out for the arrest of this Mrs. Dillon?’?

Wilson said, ‘' Yes, certainly I am prepared
to do this. This matter has got te stop.'’

Detective-Hergeant Cameron drew up n com-
plnint wiick was gworn hy Wilson before Mr.
i'noper, JFP., and the warrant was them issued
for tho arresl. of Mrs. Dillon, and Wilson paid
the necessary conrt fees for the issuze of the
warrant and complaint.

17. ‘The publieation of defamatory matter is
an indi¢table offenee, and it is usual na in-
liectable offenves to issue a warrant for the
arreat of the party concerned. Tn this par-
tioulnr ease, hearing in mind the letters which
the aggrieved persons said they had reeeived
anil the seurrilons nature therenf, and the
nmount of eonsternation the matter was caus-
ing in the neighbourhood, there was ample
justifiecation for Wilson taking out a warrant
for the woman’s arrest.
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1%, On the same day, 28th September, 1925,
Detective-Sergeant Cameron and Detective
MeLernon and Woman Constable Dunlop went
to Mrs, Dillon’s house in Broome-street, North
Cottesloe, and on arrival there they saw Mrs,
Dillon. Detective-Sergeant Cameron read the
wyrrant to her and her reply was, ‘“This is
dreadful.’’

On the way to Perth where Mrs. Dillon waa
being taken in a motor car after arrest, she
said to Detective-Sergeant Cameron, ‘‘Have
ou told Mrs. Hull you are taking me away?’’

e replied, **Why,’’ and she replied, ‘Be-
eause %Irs. Hull will stop writing letters to
hergelf.’’

19, On the 29th September Mrs. Dillon was
brought before Mr. A. B. Kidson and formally
charged. The substance of the charge appears
in the complaint unnexed to the depositions in
the ¢age, On the application of Sergeant Hous-
tou wiig was remanded for medical observation at
the Porth hospital. In this particular case a
perusal of the letters will show that whoever
has been writing them has o mental kink and
thero was strong justifieation for mentioning
to the magistrate the subject of a remand for
medieal observation. Sergeant Houston in his
application deseribed shortly to the magistrate
the nature of the letters and stated that who-
ever had written them certainly was unbal-
anecd in mind, and if that was so it was use-
iess to proceed with a penal charge. Sergeant
Houston states that the accnsed woman made
no attempt to make any application to call
any evidence in rebuttal when the applieation
was made, and as far as he can remember
she snid nothing,

She was then remanded for medical obser-
vation, on fthe 29th September, and on the
§th Qetobrr, six days later (not a fortnight
as stated by Mr. North) she was released from
the ohservation ward as nothing wrong eould
be found with her mental state. She was
then straight away taken before the court,
granted hasl and remanded for eight davs.

20, At this time she was represented by
Mn Clelond, solicitor. who was employed by
Meeers. Smith & Keall.

21. On the 15th and 16th October the evi-
denee was taken of the different witnesses eon-
cerned, and the evidenee appears on the deposi-
tions berowith., On the evidenee as taken be-
fore Mr. Kidson the magistrate had no hesi-
tation in rommittine Mra. Tllon to toke her
trial for the publieation of defamatory matter.

22. After Mrs. Dillon wna arrested and
placed under observation the leffers ceased,
bat after her welonas on hail similar letters
feain continued to ecome in to all and sundry
—Mrs. Hull. Mys. Dver, Wilson and the de-
teefives and police encaged on the ease.

22 After Mrs. Dillon wna committed for
trial e~rtain facts were bronght to the notics
of the Crovn Taw Denartment whieh resnltad
in 2 nolle nrosequi heing entered neainst her.
Tt -is alleged hv Ve, Dil'an that indispntable
evidrnee was rat hefare the Croawn Proge-
eator and the Saliritor Genernl that another
perann was the egilty warty. Thir is abaolntelv
incorreet, There were  faets pnt before the
Crovn Proseeutor and the Solieitor General
whi.® gmannted ta n ansnicion. at the maost,
t1-+ suother party had heen writing the let-
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ters, ane whilst it was considered that there
way still a prima facie case againsgt Mrs.
Dillon t0 go on with. it wag decided that in
view of the doubt as to somebody else writing
the letters, the case should not go to trial

1t wus alsp alleged that no action at all
was taken to follow up the fresh information
that was put before the Crown Law autbori-
ties, This is distinctly untrue. The police
kept, unbeknown to any of the parties, & con-
tinual watch on the houses of them all for
about three days but nothing resulted.

One of the letters bhad the word *‘¥re-
mantle®? printed on it, and inquiries were
made at Fremantle to endeavouwr to trage the
origin of thig letter with a view to finding
out in whose possession it had been before the
indecent matter had been written on it, but
the inquiries were without result.

Answering the charges made by Mrs. Dillon
against the police in their conduct of the
matter:

1. That she was taken into custody and
stripped naked,

There is absolutely ne truth in thisg at all.
She was taken to the Central Police Btation at
Roce Street and there she was handed over to
the custody of Police Woman Dunlop, The
warrant for her arrest was placed over the
counter to the constable in charge there, and
the charge entered up in the charge book,
after which Mrs, Dillon was taken charge of
by Constable Ford, the Acting Gaolor.

Detective-Sergeant Cameron did not seareh
the woman, nor did he put his hand in her
pocket at all. Searching the person of a
woman does not come within the duties of a
male member of the police force,

Tn the absenee of Alrs. Miller, the lock-up
keener’s wife, Police Woman Dunlop searched
Mrs. Dillon. Poliee Woman Dunlep did not
receive any orders from Deteetive-Sergeant
Cameron with regard to the manner in which
ghe shonld make ler scarch. The matter is
governed by lock-up regulations, Mrs, Dillon
was searched by Police Woman Dunlop in the
lock-up, and whilst Police Woman Dunlop was
searching her ghe informed the police woman
that she eould not do all the running about
she was said to have done, owing to a swelling
in her side which ghe (Mra, Dillon) proceeded
voluntarily to show the police woman, by re-
moving some of her clothing. The police
woman noticed that the awelling was fairly
large ard in conscquence she asked the loek-up
krepor to gee that Mrs. Dillon had a comfort-
able bed and bedding, and Mrs, Dillon was
weovided with a special bed in the women'’s
day room and was not placed or confined in
# cell. She was given apeeial treatment and
was provided with food of o far better nature
than that provided for in the regulatiens.
The dav room ia a large nirv room with a fire-
place and =eating aerommeodation. She made
no comnlnint to the lock-up keeper or offiriala
shout her treatment; on the contrarvy she
thanked the matron and the lock-np keeper
for their kindnesses,

When a prisorer is hrought in it ia al-
ways necessary that he or she should hbe
searrhrd in order to show that nn dangerouns
weapnns are concealed about the person of
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the individual concerned with which the per-
son might effect or attempt to effeet cscape
or inflict injury upon himself or others.
1t is also necessary to make a complete
¢heck and inventory of the property on the
person of the arrested party, with a view
to safeguarding any valuables or property
on him from other inmates of the gaol.

2. Mrs. Dillon’s statement that Detective-
Scrgeant ('ameron ordered the removal of her
weddine ring is absolutely untrue. No eon-
versation took plage wherein she asked whethes
she was to be manhandled.

4. With regard to Mrs. Tillon’s children
and the arrangements made for their custody,

Before leaving with Mrs, Dillon for Perth
by molor car after her arrest, Detective-Ser-
geant Cameron asked her what could be done
with her three hoys during her absence, and
%ire Lillon informed him that a neighbour
woall look after them for her, Deteetive-
Se-momnt (omeron interviewed the ncighbour,
but the neighbour said she could give an cye
to the boys but eould not stay with them at
the Dillon’s house nor could she have them at
her own house. At this time the eldest boy
Dillon was in the Dillon house but the two
younger hoys had net returned home from
school. Detective-Sergeant Cameron wanted to
see the youneest boy (aged six) before he
left the distriet with a view to giving him to
understand that he shonld remain home with
his cldest brother for the time being and that
he (the sergeant) would be back later on te
sce them. Deteetive-Sergeant Cameron did see
the little hoy and tell him to go home and stay
with his brother; that his mother was going
to Perth and that he (the scrgeant) would be
hack later on.

Detective-Sergeant Cameron’s interview with
the boy was of the Lriefesi, and was only on
the lires already indicated, and it took place
within a very few yards of the motor ear which
contained Ars. Dillon, Deteetive MceLernon,
and Poliec Woman Dunlop.

On his return to Derth after arresting Mrs,
Dillon, Detective-Sergeant Cameron spoke to
Inspector Purdue abont the boys, and it was
Aeemed unwise to leave them in the house by
themselves. It was deeided that the best thing
would be to procure a lady inspectress from
the Chill Welfare Department and have them
taken to the Reeeiving Tepot. This was done.
They were taken to the Receiving Depot at
Mt. Lawley where they reecived every atten-
tion.

Mrs. Dillon had ne reason whatever to ask
the gaoler (a< she alleges) on the 20th Sep-
tember, wherr her boyy were, becnuse Petective-
Sergeant Cameron had already told her of his
intention to place the hoys in the eare of the
Child Welfare Department, and on the same
afternoon she was told this had been done.

4, With regnrd to Mrs. Dillon’s allegations
that her requests for legal assistance were
ignored. Mre. Dillon never at any tim-~ sug-
gested lezal asgistanee to Detective-Sergeant
Cameron,  Had she dope sn she wonld have
been given every opportunity of getting that
assistaner,

8he savs in the statement, which was read
out hy Mr, North, that the gaoler also tried
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to procure a solicitor for her, but failing to
do g0, asked her for particulars of her case
and proceeded to instruet her 28 to the court
procedure and advised her how to go about
getting bail,

5. Witk regard to the ‘‘third degrec’’
methods, no ‘‘third degree’’ methods were
practised on Mrs. Dillon at all, and ag a matter
of faet, on being arrested she elected to make
no gtatement st all in relating to the charge.

6. Regarding Mrs. Dillon’s allegation that
Deteetive-Sergeant Cameron snatched her hus-
hand's lotter from her, and read it before
she was allowed to see it. Thig is a falsehood.
The Irtter was delivered during the time De-
rective-Sergeant Cameron and Police Woman
Dunlop were there to arrest her, and afier
Mrs, Dilion liad read it in their presepce she
sald, ** Thig is a letter from my husband. This
is what he thinks of me.'’ She then handed
tha letter to Tletective-Sergeant Cameron, who
geapned it, and as it did net interest him he
handed it back.

The following general comments are of in-
terest:

1. Ever siner Mrs, Dillon and her husbani
have been in this State they have indulged
in a penchant for letter writing. Some of the
letters which appear on the Group Settlement
file relating to Mr. Dillon’s first venture in
this State, and which ware received both from
himself and his wife, reveal a very peenliar
state of mind.

2. Tt is alaso worthy of notice that Mr.
Dillon hns in correspondence stated that no-
thinz mare will he heard of the case provided
that he ig furnished with sufficient money to
a0 Home and to start in business.

Mr. Mann: What has this to do with the
arrest of the woman?

The MTNISTER FOR JUSTICE: It has
a lot to do with the ease. The hon. member
does not know the case.

The Premier: Anyhow, it is not the Min-
ister’s statement; it is the statement fur-
nished by the police. The hon. member
should appreciate the position.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE : Yes;
and the police are entitled to be heard after
what has been said about them. The state-
ment proceeds—

3. Ever since the case was started both
Dillen and his wife have been writing letiers
to all and sundry, making allegations about
sverybody who happens to have come into con-
tact with them in any way with regard to the
prosecation. This readiness to make accusa-
tions has been a feature which has been in
ovidence during the whole of their residence
in thin State. They make charges agmainst
averyhody whe happens to act in a way which
nes not suit them, and this being the case it
is nnt ont of place to refer to the character
of th~ lady who makes them.

In TJanoary of this year the ¢‘SBgnday
Timee'? had accasion to publish several artieles
unon a meirimonial ageney which Mts. Dillon
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was conducting at her house in Cotteslos. It
iz obvious from the correspondence on the file
on this matter, that she was charging fees for
introdueing young men (prospeetive suitors as
the would call them} to young women, and very
few questions were asked as to the characters
of the partivs to these matrimonial ventures.

4. In a petition which she addressed to the
Governor of this State, Mrs, Dillon repents
the defamatory statement which she is alleged
to bave made againgt Wilson and which was
made the subject of the charge against her
in the police court. That statement, although
put in better language than the statcweat on
which the charge was founded, in in effeet the
same, and the substance is ns follows:—

¢“Jobn Denzil Wilgon, widower, compro-
mises 4 woman, matries her, deserts her and
leaves her to support their child. Now the
sole lodger of a war widow with two child-
rm!?

5. In so far ma the request for a Royal
Uominission is concerned Mr, Dillon wrote to
the Commissioner of Police under date the
30th Novemher, 1928, and he stated in his
letter that the police had been guilty of per-
jury and that he had witnesses to prove his
allegation, The Commissioner rcplied on the
4th Deecmber, 1928, to the effeet that if Mr.
Dillon had the evidenee, would he please fur-
nigh it so that an investigation could be made
end the matter dealt with. A copy of this
letter appears on the file, and also a reply by
Mr. Dillon, under date the 13th December,
1928. wherein he refuses to furnish the names
of the witnesses who, he says, can prove that
the police had committed perjury, but says he
is willing to put that evidence before a Royal
Commigsion.

On the 13th December Dillon also wrote to
the Hon. Minister for Justice to the offect
that onc of the deteetives had made 2 state-
ment to him, since the entry of the nelle pro-
sequi, that the ressom for the procecdings
taken against Mrs. Dillon was that she hnd
written defamatory letters ngainst the Gronp
Bettlem~nt., The ariginal of this letter is also
on the file, Thre Hon., Minister replied on the
14th December, mentioning inter alia that he
would be glad to have particulars in regard to
Dillon’s statement of what the detective is
alleged  to lave said, and in the reply by
Dillon, Aated the 15th Decembor, 1928, he snid
again that he wonld not produce his evidence
unless before n Royal Commission,

When it hins been sought to have the matter
investigated, Dillon lias heen unwilling to
assist matters and he now appreachea Tnrlia-
ment after having thwarted offorts of depart-
mental inquiry,

That is the reply of the police not only to
the statements made hy the wember for
Claremont, but also other statements in con-
neetion with the ease, together with the cor-
respondence that has passed between Mr.
and Mrs, Dillon on the one hand and the
Commissioner of Police, Detective Sergeant
Cameron and the Minister for Justice on
the other hand. The member for Claremnnf
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asked for the reasons why a warrant had
been issued for the arrest of Mrs. Dillon in-
stead of action being taken by way of sum-
mons. The reply to that query is contained
in the police statement. It is purely a de-
parimental matter. With regard to the
treatment of Mrs. Dillon, not only are the
police involved, but the magistrate and the
Crown Law Department have also played a
part, and have io take a share in the respon-
sibility. 1 discussed this matter with the
Commissioner of Police and he pointed out
to me that it was the business of the police
foree to vundeavour to proteet the commumity,
to collect evidence and to place that evi-
dence, when presenting a case, before the
court, All that was done. The police have
nothing to do with the convieting of a erim-
inal or an alleged criminal; that responsi-
bility rests with the court. Tn this instance,
the police point out that it is diffienlt tu
vigualise the whole ease and to get a proper
uppreciation of the atmosphere that existed
round about the 1esidences of the three
families at Cottesloe. At the same time,
hon. members will realise the dilliculties
that existed and that the police were called
upon to take action. It is not my provinee
to put up a case in defence of what the
police did. The mewber for Claremont
suggested that professionalism had erept
into the ranks of the force. That may
be so, bui T suggest it has nothing to do
with this case. I presume no member of
the police forece would willingly or volun-
tarily take up such a case. Hon. members
can gather from the statement I have read
that it was only after pressurz had been
bronght to bear by Wilson and others that
the police were compelled, in the interesis
of peace, to intervene.

The Minister for Justice: And continued
pressure.

The MINTSTER FOR POLICE: That is
0.

Mr. Davy: Bui they were not compelled
to arrest the woman.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: T an
not saying anything about thai. It is sug
pested that the poliee were ont for a win——

Mr, North: Having got hold of someone

The MINISTER FOR POLICF: ——no
that they were merely out to do their duty
Tt is suggested that they were ont to =e
a convietion. On the other hand, T sugges
that the statement furnished by the polie
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represents a complete refutation of that
charge against them. The police were not
desirous of having anything to do with this
obnozious case.

Mr. Teesdale: Did yon say it was usual
to arrest in such cases?

The Minister for Justice: On an indiet-
able offence, yes,

Mr. Teesdale: Buf in these letter-writing
cases?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: This
was more than a letter-wriling case, more
than a mere defamatory letter.

My, Davy: What was the charge?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: Pub-
lishing a defamatory letter. It is a criminal
offence. Associated with it must be remem-
bered the stone-throwing, the threats and
the terrorising on the part of someone in the
district.

Mr. North: 1t was not proved who was
responsible for that—just someone.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: Al
those things being considered, we can realise
how matters worked up until pressure was
brought to bear on the police to take action.
I think the treatment of the children was
exemplary. My idea is that the mother hav-
ing been arrested and the father having
bren absent from the district, the proper
thing for the State to do was to take charye
of the children so that they would be
looked after. That was done.

Mr. Teesdale: The proper thing would
have been to leave the mother with the child-
ren.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: In an
article in the “Sunday Times” Mrs. Dillon
accused the police not only of =earching
her but of stripping her. The article was
brought under the notiee of the Commis-
sioner of DPolice before the matter was re-
ferred to in this House, and he called for a
report. The substance of the report is eon-
tained in the statement of Policewoman Dun-
lop and, as the Commissioner says, the
statement has the ring of truth in it. I can
conceive of no reason for Policewoman Dun-
lop going to the extent of stripping Mrs.
Dillon. The very fact of Mrs. Dillon bav-
ing made a statement cootainiog all the ele-
ments of sensationalism shows that as a wit-
ness she is not reliable. Perhaps I may say
that a woman's dress now is not so elahorate
as it was in Victorian days.

o7y

2727

The Premier:
at all now.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE:
tainly there was no need to strip her.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: How do you
know?

The Minister for Justice: The impres-
sion conveyed in the newspaper article was
that a policeman stripped her—an entirely
wrong impression,

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: That was
published broadeast. On the statement of
Policewoman Dunlop I think we can take
it that Mrs. Dillon was merely searched.
This is a most complicated ease. It is a
case that was just on the verge of being
investigated———

Mr. Davy: That is the unfortunate thing
and it is the justification for appointing a
Royal Commission.

The Minister for Justice: No.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The member
for Claremont has made ont a very good
case for the appointment of a Royal Com-
mission.

The Premier: One aspect that is not a
justification for a Royal Commission is the
nolle prosequi.

Mr. Davy: I de not agree.

The Premier: I think it is so.

Mr. Davy: Had the case gone to trial
there would have been no need for a Royal
Commission.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: Since
that occurrence certain eirenmstances have
arisen that probably do merit investigation.
T ean realise that the utmost diffienlty
wonld bhe experienced to get at the truth
hetween the statement made hy Mrs. Dillon,
the statements of the other witnesses as-
sociated with the case and the statement of
the police. Tt appears to me that not only
Mrs. Dillon bat also Mr. Dillon have re-
sorted. in the letter that appears on the
file. to defamatory and most damaging state-
ments regarding certain members of the
police force. Their allegations of a frame-
np and alse Dillon’s statement that he was
nrenared to prove that certain members of
the police force had committed deliberate
perjury constitnte a verv serious charge.

Mr. Davv: Not half as serions ag the
tharee made azainst this woman and with-
drawn.

The Minister for Justiee: Do you suop-
zect that the magistrate did wrong in find-

No need to search them

Cer-



2728

ing that a prima facie case had been made
out ¢

Mr. Davy: The magistrate has no choice.
He must commit.

The Minister for Justice: On the deposi-
tions.

Mr. Davy: Yes.

The Minister for Justice:
the complaint ?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I am
dealing with the matter from the point of
view of the Police Department only. There
is room for a divergenee of opinion as to
what action should have been taken by the
police. It is a very difficult case. The
view point of the Police Department has
been officially set out and they stand to
that, They have the evidence; they know
all the circumstances and they are respon-
gible for their actions. Since the case re-
eeived some prominence, the very serious
charges I have indicated have been made
against the police foree,

Mr. Mann: Under what section of the
Criminal Code was Mrs, Dillon eharged?

The Minister for Justice: That has been
read to the House.

Mr. Mann: T am sorry T did not hear it.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: T read
the police statement carefully: it is too long
to traverse again.

Mr. Mann: T merely wish to know the
section.

The MTNISTER FOR POLICE: I shonid
not like to inflict if on the House again.
The police were entitled o state their case
and say exaetly what happened. Indepen-
dently of whether the demand of Mrs.
Dillon for a Royal Commission is justified,
in view of the fact that the ease has gone
so far and has been given smeh publieity,
that Mr. and Mrs. Dillon have made these
allezations and are not prepared to sub-
stantiate them except before a Roysl Com-
missinn. and that the Police Department
have nothing to hide but conrt the fallest
publicite, T have to announce that the Gov-
ernment have no objection to the motion
heine earried.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Teezdale: That iz all we want. Tt
will give the police a chance to clear them-
selves.

Then what is

Question put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.)

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Returned from the
amendment.

Conncil without

BILI—POOR PERSONS LEGAL
ASSISTANCE,

Council’s request for conference.

Message from the Couneil received and
read requesting a conference on amendment
No. 11 made by the Council to which the
Assembly bad disagreed, and stating that
if a conferenee were agreed to, the Counneil
would be represented by three managers.

In Commitlee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Justice in charge of the Bill,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
move—

That a conferenee be agreed to, that the
managers for the Assembly be Mr, Davy, Hon,
G. Tavlor and the mover, and that the confer-
ence he held forthwith in the President’s
ro0om.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I would oppose the
granting of & conference—

The Premier: You cannot refuse to act.

Hon. . TAYLOR: No. ‘May” points
out that conferences are requested on speoci-
fic questions only. He gets forth two forms
of conferenee, one a conference at which
the managers diseuss only the reasons why
an amendment was not agreed to, and the
other a gspecial eonference. We appear to
act always as if we were holding special
conferenees and we discuss matters other
than the reasons. T object to legislation by
conference. These eonferences are whittling
away the Psrliamentary institution. I ean-
not refuse to act as manager, but I object
to conferences on snch tiddlv-winking mat-
ters.

Question put and passed.
[The Speaker resumed the Ohair.)

Resolntion reported and the report sd-
opted.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTIOE (Hon.
J. C. Willcock—Geraldton) [8.30] : T move—

That a message be transmitted to the Coun-
ril acquainting it that the Assembly had-
arrecd to a conference and would he repre-
sented by three managers.
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HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[5.30]: 1 have already entered my protest
in Committee against so many conferences
being held. 1t is lzid down in “May" that
members who are appointed to draw up
reasons for disagreeing with amendments are
invariably chosen to act as managers, I was
one of the mewbers who drew up tbe reasons
aud so 1 eannot refuse to act as a manager
fyom this House. ‘That, liowever, does not
prevent me from entering my protest against
this growing system of conferences between
both Houses on sinple matters. It amounts
to this, that the conferences mould the legis-
lation of this eountry without Parliament
knowing anytbing about it. Bix members,
three from each House, will diseuss the sub-
ject and the light of day will never be thrown
on their arguments. The Government shoull
stand by their legislation and let either House
be responsible for baving it laid aside, in-
stead of agreeing to conference after econ-
ference. 1t is wrong and degrading to refer
o many matters to conferences.

MR. LATHAM (York) [8.32]: The sys-
tem of conferences that has grown up in this
State is not in the best iuterests of legisla-
tion. Tt is interesting to learn from May's
“Parliamentary Practice” what is the inten-
tion of conferenees, and there is no doubt
that our Standing Orders were framed on the
praciice of the Tmperial Parliament. We
introduce legislation and snbmit it to an-
other place for their coneurrence. In the
event of their disagreeing with our pro-
posais, they ask us to make amendments that
they suggest. Should those amendmenés be
not aeceptable we proceed straight away to
form another hibunal,

The Premier: A smaller and a minor Par-
liament with very great power.

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, with much more
power than we have. That is wrong. The
system seems to have grown up of ereating
this smaller Parliament of the two Houses.

The Premier: Drafiing new legislation
and passing i, too.

Mr. LATHAM: T am almost convinced
that we can reduce the number of parlia-
mentary rvepresentatives, becanse of the
number of conferences that we permit to
take place. I am going to protest against
that kind of thing happening. Managers are
appointed and they go into a small siar
chamber and draft amendments of which

oy

this House and another place have no know-
ledge. This sort of thing invariably hap-
pens at the end of the session when every-
hody is tired, and usually aiter a long sit-
ting, 1t seems to me that we have what
might be termed an endurance test,

Mr., Withers: We are undergoing a bit of
it now,

Mr. LATHAM: I protest against what
b counsider to be a constitutionally wrong
action.

The Premier:
have this year,

This is the last we chall

HON, SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [8.35): We can reject the report of
the managers if it does not meet with our
approval. The matter is not finalised when
it eomes back from the managers.

Hon, (. Taylor: We know nothing ahont
it when it comes back.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We
send capable men to the conferences to man-
age our affairs. '

Ar, Teesdale:
this end.

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: And
they come back and tell us all about it. We
can coustder the report and rejeet it if we
like. But if we do that the Bill will be
lost.

They are all right from

Question put and passed,
Sitting suspended from 8.36 to 10.30 p.m.

Conference Managers’ Report.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: T have
to report that the conference met and
agreed to recommend that the Couneil’s
amendment No. 11 be not made. T move—

That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly transmitted to the Council.

Sisting suspended from 10.32 p.m. to
11.50 p.m.

BILL—POOR PERSONS LEGAL
ASSISTANCE,

Council’s Further Message.
Meszage from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the

report of the Conference Managers zad bud
deleted new Clanse No. 13 from the Bill.
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BILL—ROAD CLOSURE (No. 3).

Refurned from the Council without
amendment.

BILL—COAL MINES REGULATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council’'s Amendments.

Bill returned from the Couneil with a
schedule of three amendments, which were
now considered.

In Committee.

Mr, Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Mines in ebarge of the Bill.

No. 3—Clause 6. Insert affer “no” in
line 32 the words “departmental, special, or
workmen’s.”

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Council’s three amendments deal with one
aubject. It is again a case of another place
wishing to assert its authority. Not one of
the three amendments makes the slightest
difference in any shape or form. The first
amendment deals with departmental, special
and workmen's inspectors. All three types
are already covered in Clause 5. The inelu-
sion of the amendment will provide no more
anthority than already exists. I move —

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr, SAMPSON : I voice my protest
against the way we are asked to deal with
the message from the Council. Members
have no opportunity of gaining a proper
appreciation of the amendments proposed.

The Minister for Mines: I cannot help
that.

Mr. SAMPSON: I do not blame the Min-
ister for the position that eonfronts the
Committee now. I am sure the member for
Collie will be with me in my protest. There
is but a single eopy of the amendments made
by thke Council, and surely in these days it
would be possible to have half =a
dozen carbon copies made for the con-
venience of members. That would
enable us to consider the amendmenis
because, notwithstanding the clarity of the
voice of the Chairman of Committees.
we cannot follow the infentions of another
place as would be possible if we had the
amendments in typed form before us. If

[ASSEMBLY.]

we have a repetition of what I wmight
describe as this anachronism, members
should teke a firm stand. 1 say that if
messages cannot be submitted to us in dupli-
cate hereafier, a very definite objection will
be raised!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Miu-
ister says that the Council’s amendments will
not affect the position at all. 1f that is so,
he should strenuously resist them.

The Minister for Mines: Why have an
argument? Let them go!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: What I
am concerned with, too, is that the Minister
so readily acquiesces in amendments made
by the Legislative Council, but he stead-
fastly refuses to accept any amendment
suggested by the Opposition in this Cham-
ber!

Mr. Sampson: Surprising complacency !

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister should be prepared to resist amend-
ments that mean nothing.

The Minister for Mines: Rather than
waste time with a conference, I would drop
the Bill altogether.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 thiuk
we should tell another place that while we
are prepaved to consider amendments that
mean something, we are not prepaved to

deal with amendments that mean pothing at
all, )

The Ministey for Mines: These mean ab-
solutely nothing.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: There is one point
about the amendments, and that is that in
the definition of *inspector’’ in (he parent
Act, reference is made only to the depart-
mental inspeetors and to the State Mining
Engineer. I do not think workmen'’s inspec-
tors would he covered by that definition.

The Minister for Mines: But Clause 5
of the Bill covers the position and includes
the three classes of inspectors.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: 1f the Council's
amendments do not make any difference,
why play up to the Legislative Couneil's
whims?

The Minister for Mines: Tt would mean
some hours at a conference if we did not ae
cept the amendment.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It would be better !
have the conference, than fto pass amend.
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ments that mean nothing and which make
us look simple.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 9, Subclause 3: Insert
after “any” in line 22, the words “depart-
mental, or workmen’s."’

No. 3. Clause 11: Delete the word “an”
in line 36 and inseri “no departmental o
workmen’s”; delete the word ““not’’ in the
same line.

On motion by the Minister for Mines, the
foregoing amendmenis made by the Council
were agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly fransmitied to
the Council.

CLOSE OF SESSION.

Complimentary Remarks.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—Boul-
der) [1230 am.] As we have reached
the conclusion of the business, 1 de-
sire to express my thanks fo members
of the House generally for the econr-
tesy and consideration extended to the
Goverminent during the session, It has
heen a fairly busy time, and members
have applied themselves very closely to the
work submitted for their eonsideration. Es-
pecially would I like to express my ap-
preciation of the courtesy on all oeeasions
of the Leader of the Oppesition and the
Leader of the Country Party. During the
session, as has been the case for many years
past, even although we have sat on opposite
sides of the House we have been able to
conduct the business with a fair degree of
consideration for each other, and I am glad
to say that, while contending strongly for
the views we have held on the business before
the House, we have been able to do so in
an amicable manner. I desire {o offer to
my friends all around the House best wishes
for a pleasant Christmas and a prosperous
New Yesr. Ewerybody has earned at least
a few days’ rest, suffieient to carry him over
into the New Year. And T trust that the
health of s0 many who have been somewhat
worn by the business of the House will be
restored in the eoming vear. We all regret
that during the session so many members,

g7aL

quite an unusual humber, have been stricken
with illuess, some with rather serious
illness; and I know I express the wish
of every member when I say we hope that
all will be restored to health in the New
Year and will be able to again take up their
business with vigour when we reach the next
session. To yourself, Mr. Speaker, I de-
site to express very great gratitude for your
kindness—I am sure I speak for the whole
of the House—in the conduct of the bus-
iness. We have got through with a mini-
raum degree of friction, and it has been
mainly due to your very great experience
of Parliamentary procedure and the manner
in which you have presided over our de-
liberations during the session. To the
officers of the House I desire fo express
thanks for their unfailing courtesy and the
valuable assistance they have rvendered fo
all members on every oceasion. I hope, Sir,
you will enjoy a very happy Christmas and
& prosperous New Year.

HON. SIR JAMES MITOHELL (Nor-
tham) [1214]: T also desire to wish you,
Sir, a very happy time in the coming New
Year, We have had a fairly long session
and have dealt with a large number of Bills,
always good-temperedly, even if we have
seldom agreed. That is as it should be. We
are sent here to de our work in the most
effective way possible, but I have yet to find
that I can make very much impression upou
some members opposite. Af any rate we
have tried, and we have done our best to
mould legislation in the interests of the
people of Western Australin. T regret that
we have not a bachelor left in the House.
For the first time this House is adjournioy
when it is not apposite to remind members
that our duty in the future perbaps will be
to impoge a bachelor tax. However, I am
glad to know that every member of the
House is no longer a bachelor, and so we
should not be in order in referring to the
one bachelor we have recently lost. I wish
the officers of the House a very merry
Christmas and 2 bappy New Year and T
wish the same to the “Hansard” staff and o
everybody connected with Parliament. ¥
hope everyone will have a pleasant time in
the New Year. This year, by the way, ww
have had two sessioms, and so our work has
heen more strenuous than usual. I hope
that when we meet again we shall come
along feeling quite fit for work and in an
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amiable frame of mind. Also I hope that
wihten pext the Minister for Mines has Bilis
to introduce he will remember that it is very
muel hetter to take a little advice from those
opposite to him in this House than to take
it from members of another place. I trust
the Minister will show a little regard for us.

The Minister for Mines: T have a lot of
regard for the hon. member, but not for
those in another place.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Well, I
wish everybody a very pleasant and hapn:
time,

MR. LATHAM (York) [1217]: On be-
half of the Leader of the Country Party, [
thank the Premier for his very kind refer-
ences to that gentleman, and T wish to taks
the opportunity on behalf of my friends an
these eross benches to return thanks for fhe
unfailing kindness other members have
shown during the session. To you, Sir, we
tender our hest thanks for wvour kind
and thoughtful eonsideration at all times
Also we thank the mebmbers of the staff, and
partienlarly do we ask pardon of the “Han-
sard” staff for any unneeessary work we
may have given them during the session,
when from time to time lengthy speeehes
were indnlged in. Probably we are enterin:
upon a recess that will be but short, and 1
take the opportmnity of wishing youn, Sis,
and the staff of the House a merry Christmus
and a happy and prosperous New Year. W,
hope that those members at vresent laic
aside through sicknes: will be speedily r.-
stored to health and will be amongst v
again when we meet in the new vear. We
do sincerely trust that they will have sufii-
ciently regained their health to he able to
resume their dunties in the House.

MR. SPEAKER [12,19]: Mr. Premier, the
Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Latham: 1
feel very grateful to you for vour very kind
expressions, not only to me but towards
each other. For that concerns me deeply,
sinee to have an atmosphere of friendliness
over the Table of the Hounse is of great
assistanee in the progress of business. T
thank you for your kind expressions to-
wards me personally and towards the offi-
rers of the House. Ti has been a pleasure
as well as an honour to preside over the
Chammber and its business during the last
session ; becanse my task has been rendered

{ASBEMBLY.]

s0 easy by the goodwill and kindly feeling
and earnestness in the work pursued by all
members of the House. Whilst we are here
wishing each other a Merry Christmas, there
are those who cannot hear us, who are away
through the afflictions that disease and sick-
ness have brought upon them. I know that
they, too, would rejoice in this mutual ex-
change of kindly sentiments. But whilat
they are on their sickbeds, there is
wafted to them, as it were, our desire for
their speedy recovery, for their comfort, and
for as much enjoyment as is possiblein the
circumstances during this festive season of
tlie year, I have had kindly treaiment
from every member; and, as I have said,
my task in that respect has been made pleus-
urable. I adnit that there have been some
occasions when I felt I would very much
have preferred being amongst you and with
you on the floor of the Hounse to having to
preside over the Chamber. But that is in-
cidental to the office. I want you to take
my verbal utterance as the unseen stirring
of the leart in gratitude. To what hag al-
ready been said T wish to add this expres-
sion of my appreciation of the services
rendered by the officers of the Chamber, 1
think we may fairly, and withont any boast-
ing, say that this Chamber in the manage-
ment of its business has been an example {o
every Legislature in Australia. I will go
further and say that in our freedom from
acrimony and in our giving of justiee to
opponents we have been ahead even of the
old-established Parliaments of Europe and
the world itself. 1 thank the messengers; L
thank everyone who has contributed so un-
selfishiy and so earnestly, and with such
a sense of the importance of his duties, to
the well-being and the efficient conduet of the
House. You have wigshed me a Merry Christ-
mas heartily and sincerely., I wish every
member a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year. True, these things seem formal;
but ever since the earliest dawn of bistory
this season or its equivalent in the Northern
Hemisphere hns been the period of love for
humanity, of rejoieing and renewed hope—
the heginning and consecration of a new
lite. We inherit that from our ancestors,
and fermal theugh it be, it is redolent of
every blessing that ean fall upen mankind.
| hope, with you, that when we meet for the
next session every member will be recovered
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and will come back here with renewed vigour ADJOURNMENT.
to continue work in the service of the coun- THEE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
try. I have no more to say, but will shake Boulder) [12.26]: I move—

bands with you metaphorically, in wishing That the Housc at its rising adjourn to the
you every possible joy, every possible happi- Sth January, 1020,

ness, and every prosperity that you can wish Question put and passed,

for yourselves. House adjourned gt 12.27 a.m, (Friday).

By Proclamation published in the Government Gazette of 4th January, 1929,
Parliament was prorogued to the 2lst day of February, 1924,

By Authority: FRED. Wi, SiupsoN, Government Printer, Perth.



